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,Thank you and appreciated Abbasi Sahib

| Think both of us are in the same page on the subject and will not be able to extract any further juice
.out, discoursing the subject further

If I may add that the historical and workmanship values of Buddhas statues carved into mountain cliff
s mainly due to being the largest of its kind and not because it is located in Bamyan
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By all means, geographical Art and Cultural Heritage today should

belong and be credited to the country of location but not too long ago such jewels UNESCO is after
was mostly achieved based on ethnicity and shared-values-social-groups. Therefore, nationalistic
nationhood feeling aside, Persians and Turkic - not referring to the country - contribution to the cultural
heritage selection have strong staying power and quite likely UNESCO is taken such factors into
.consideration
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http://www.arianafghanistan.de/UploadCenter/Dodiaal_M_Bashir_de_minaturi_honar(3).pdf
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LETTER OF PROTEST TO UNESCO REGARDING DENYING THE RIGHT OF AFGHANISTAN TO ITS CULTURAL
HERITAGE

AND HERAT BEING THE BIRTHPLACE OF THE ART OF MINIATURE PAINTING

Attention: Ms. Audrey Azoulay

Director-General of UNESCO

UNESCO Headquarters

7, place de Fontenoy 75352

Paris 07 SP France

Dear Ms. Azoulay,

Pursuant the objection of Herat’s artists, historians and intellectuals; and the official complaint of Afghanistan’s Ministry of
Information & Culture, we the undersigned hereby express our strong objection to UNESCO in relation to unreasonable


http://www.arianafghanistan.de/UploadCenter/Dodiaal_M_Bashir_de_minaturi_honar.pdf

decision on excluding Afghanistan from its legitimate Rights to its rightful cultural heritage regarding the 15th century
miniature paintings, mainly known as School of Herat.

As a highly educated person, we are sure that you know the cultural history of the region and understand the reason of our
frustration on this unfair discriminatory and biased decision to exclude Afghanistan from the list of the countries as inheritors
of the 15th century miniature paintings despite the fact that this specific school of art which flourished in the city of Herat
under the Timurid rule. For this reason we would like you to read the following historical facts:

1. According to all firsthand historical evidence, Herat was the capital of the Timurid Empire in the reign of Shahrokh Mirza,
besides Samarkand. It was the gathering point of great poets, such as Jami, intellectuals and historians, like Amir Ali Shir
Nawaie, Mir Khond and great artists such as Mirak and Behzad from late 14th century until the beginning of 16th century and
the rise of the Safavids.

2. During this era, which corresponds with the European Renaissance, the city of Herat was the center of art, poetry,
philosophy and immense cultural achievements in the Islamic World. The school of miniature painting of Herat was
established during the reign of Shahrokh and Queen Gowharshad with the emergence of great artists such as Musa
Musawer, Mir Khalil, Junaid, Mowlana Waliullah Wali and Rohullah Mirk Khorasani Heravi. The excellent artwork and
calligraphy, for instance, manifested in Baisonghor Shahnamah (The Epic of Kings), was created in Herat under the
patronage of Timurid Dynasty.

3. In the reign of Sultan Hussein Bayqara, the pictorial art of Herat, reached to its peak with the emergence of Kamaluddin
Behzad, the most renowned miniaturist painter in the Eastern World. The higher level of innovative dexterity demonstrated in
his work made him the lead artist of this era. Thus many artists followed his style, among them, Haidar Ali Heravi, Darwish
Mohammad Nagash, Khayyam Heravi, Ahmad Rumi and Mohammad Baig Naqash; and talented calligraphers such as
Haidar Mirza, and Qassem Ali Heravi, the author of the history of Rashidi were his famous pupils. Behzad and his students
concentrated on the innovative usage of color and maturity of lines and forms.

4. Therefore the school of miniature painting of Herat has its distinct qualities, in terms of composition, colors mixing, fine
brush strokes, conception of human and animal figures, and superior treatment of the background, garlanded by fine
calligraphy. These qualities establish the main characteristics of the style of paintings that developed in the city of Herat,
which cannot be ignored or overlooked.

5. After the death of Sultan Husain Bayqara in 1506, Mohammed Khan Shaibani seized the city of Herat. Thus the crown
prince Badi-ul-Zaman left his throne, and while seeking amnesty from the Ottomans, he brought several illustrated albums to
Turkey, which are housed in Topkapi Museum in Istanbul.

6. In the year 1510 AD Ismail Safavid attacked the city of Herat, which left behind 15000 deaths. During this hostile time
Behzad was taken to Tabriz along with exquisitely illustrated books from the Royal Library of Herat. By the order of Ismail
Safavid he had to organize the Kings library and meanwhile train some students. During his residence in Tabriz, Behzad
trained several students to learn his trade. Sultan Mohammad Tabrizi, Agha Mirk Isfahani and Muzaffar Ali Nagash were
among his pupils who followed his style. However, later in the mid 16th century Byzantine iconography influenced the style of
painting in Persia. This style is much different in terms of technique and content than the School of Herat.

7. Thus the generic term “Persian Painting” which is not a common expression in Persian language, and inaccurately used by
the Westerners does not apply to the school of art which flourished in Herat during the 15th century.

8. Kamaluddin Behzad son of Sharfuddin, the most celebrated artist of Islamic World, was born in the year 1440 in the small
village of Saghar in Ghore, Afghanistan. He was raised in the city of Herat, and upon his return from Tabriz spent the last days
of his life in his motherland, until his death in 1533 AD. Kamaluddin Behzad is buried in Koh-e Mokhtar district in the outskirts
of the city of Herat.

Therefore, on the basis of historical facts mentioned in this letter, we strongly believe that Afghanistan’s genuine rights should
be restored by UNESCO as soon as possible.

Sincerely,
Name ---------------m-m--- Signiture --------=-== ==mmmmmm
City -----m-mmmmm - Country

25.12.2020 iS5 Al B 1S dae e oala €I el

Andia 50 A o gidd 5 5 siliise yia (Kl 5 alie n agi dala Qs yde dadihy 5 el S Siul 4S 1 Mo La llas G
B8 dala alin) 418 5 3 4S o jlane ledal Claca 4y anil A Gy 5 (5 6A 4y el od e 5 Ay (O (liilad) ULl Cul 5 S pand

0% el 020 R aggiaS (o sh 5 saadb Ly 3538 A o i A 5 (5 sliie I 350 53 e Sl sla B850y g QR el
Dlebl oo b Ll cand el linilad) K b 5 &l old saiadily 5 )8 )0 ¢ K00 sla 4idi g il (a3 Qlia 438 65 o)
A4S ailue |y ) a3 e 25 3l il 1T S (Alea Olejle (a3 (e () sanae (ol O sie AT L oaiy 4S 6 lase
3yse b4 1) (len 5 Ola sl ol Al 5 3 )10 (5 pnealli g (Sasi 52) 2ae Jle (Kin 8 5 ale ¢ 5 el <l ) 510
S g3 43 o) e (i) ol (5 ) sean St g e SUal <) 3s Wain el 3 1 aa ) Sl

2K S u‘-’h S Ml JeaSa e sl

25.12.2020 Gl Boal i Sw dae aald el ol

I il 5 & lial

Oliniladl 5 gl Ha ol ay la g Gy ol g8l K00 Cl LAl dial 53 ad 4S Cud Cad i 5 Candld sl lae gy ) addies Jie ol
) sl 2k 55!

sl Osidy pase 50 A8 G gra ) (e ) e Gl sAle 5 Olaiadila 2 g Al oA Ll Sl S gy (B g a SISl 5 LA o gl

ol (I SE 5 e an Va5 i S 5l gli asa ) Ol S0 5 L (l ol 5 0ald A gie oS g9 4S a3 03 S (8 e | (SIS



http://www.arianafghanistan.de/UploadCenter/zaher_aziz_Konvation_Unesco.pdf

A oS A ) adlbulie 4S 283 (el LS sl 358 ) S 1) e e ) HAlae 5 0850 B Ay
S 8 jee (S5 5 gl 5 a1 Le (JSaa b A ols 4l Hla 48 i la ) )Ty 48 5 5 ol s

25.12.2020 0B Lol i dae JLagd e desse 2ila g fand
25/12/2020 Jua5 s dese 21l 5

i ks (g sl

Al 4y &l e Ag )l o liulzd) o )

fn5 dla 2l o5 05 5l (SR (IS (S (e ol pdlead (e a gl (lie exig 0

LS 0 5 4 dan 5 oSle 25U

oSl o a5 5L 4 4 51 pR 5] Sl 3 AAR (bl o Al gl Al 4y & e Al o i) 3 ia Gyl o (5 silise
S 4S5 DY sl 43R 53 e Al o il sl L s sailis )y cs ABA) 5 pSa Ate Jid 4y gy 4dslS i lilad) aslindia

iy Ol S

1 O ) (Sl oaldas o 5o pd se (present generation) dus (il b Olsa ) (ama ) 45 u g€ 3 58 Jud S say
23 (A Se A Gisl s sina gl ook e S5 S  sallla ALE 50 55 ol 588 s 2 b e o2

55 sm CERT Sl i ginn (5 o ST 06 e siali ol e 3 5 s 3sh e i (ol 51 A e gh A5 ety e ) S (52 4
S ) Yy

3esbus 5a s o) 5003 iy PSS e S ) oA pall Jla B g o A8 Cpalileatin gy S fu i) 4g (o> 508 e
S0 oy S0k e siAle p fseld Sigh) e i) sis e 3 S 9 gl 5 e 3 csishile B g Sl
S ALS s (s o LB ol o) sy dsen gl i) sos 5o s B S 5 o) sile 0 Sl s 53 ) 3150
JS @Ay Saadl),)

G5 43R ) A5 Shu ab sa oyl O 5l (oo ST 4 oAl A g ge 3 e (A e se S AL Gulal g 4IRS
SN ) (RS (R Fe A s e s e S )

_ﬁa)u)ad};aﬁn\ A ég)Suig:\} \)6\A$§Jdﬁu})sh4@4365\),34.3?)5JJ4\4

G4y a b als 43X gl o sl S AN 4y D3 n 4B 3 e it A 4y o (A i 3 () sTlia 3 a o s L Al 8
‘ (sl e s o (S e Gl

sl as sa (lia D (Y S pdiplhae ) 5 4S 0 s

QS osal R mm 435S 0 aa Ly d (NS AT Hn Al 4 ‘}J}“Mshéﬁ GBI gL 4 UL aS o aeh W
S adm o s gl 4y 550 Ll (g (o215 ot Y LS 1A (S luiladl

EEEPS

25122020 F b Lyl i Su dae liwilad) (ad 4ail Al e

25/12/2020 v 5 xls

«olaladl jaas a4l Ay

LETTER TO UNESCO REGARDING DENYING THE RIGHT OF AFGHANISTAN TO ITS CULTURAL
HERITAGE

Afghan Civilization Mirror a lancé cette pétition adressée a UNESCO et a

LETTER OF PROTEST TO UNESCO REGARDING DENYING THE RIGHT OF AFGHANISTAN TO
ITS CULTURAL HERITAGE

AND HERAT BEING THE BIRTHPLACE OF THE ART OF MINIATURE PAINTING

Attention: Ms. Audrey Azoulay

Director-General of UNESCO

UNESCO Headquarters

place de Fontenoy 75352 ,7

Paris 07 SP France

,Dear Ms. Azoulay

Pursuant the objection of Herat’s artists, historians and intellectuals; and the official complaint of
Afghanistan’s Ministry of Information & Culture, we the undersigned hereby express our strong
objection to UNESCO in relation to the unreasonable decision on excluding Afghanistan from its
legitimate Rights to its rightful cultural heritage regarding the 15th century miniature paintings, mainly
.known as School of Herat
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